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my upper cloaths, and bade him do the same ; still he either did not or would not seem to understand me, and continuing his laugh, cry'd, What! is the puppy mad? No, No, only positive, said I; for look you, in short, the play is ready to begin, and the parts that you and I are to act to-day are not of equal consequence; mine of young Reveller (in ' Greenwich Park' *) is but a rake ; but whatever you may be, you are not to appear so ; therefore take my shirt and give me yours; for depend upon't, stay here you shall not, and so go about your business.
" To conclude, we fairly chang'd linnen, nor could his mother's have wrap'd him up more fortunately ; for in about ten days he marry'd the Lady."
The gallant Colonel not only married the ex-Countess but became so flirtatious with at least one other woman that he suggested to Cibber the most risqugscene in the "Careless Husband." This, then, was the model gentleman to whom Skipwith made over a share in the Drury Lane patent, and through whose efforts the rival companies were united in 1708. Swiney, according to the orders of the Lord Chamberlain, was to conduct the Haymarket for operatic performances, and the players were all to act at the older house.
For a time life at the theatre went as merrily as a marriage bell. The public, of both high and low degree, crowded Drury Lane, and every one was happy excepting sour-faced Rich, who saw with
* A play written by Mountford.